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Learning Objectives:

● Center the experience and recommendations of community members through  
person-centered stories

● Identify strategies to highlight lived experience of people living with disabilities and 
the need for universal planning in emergency preparedness

● Underscore the need for collaboration with various partners, including members of 
the MCH population, in public health emergencies to promote equity in planning and 
response and recovery



Content Awareness
▪These topics are real and may evoke emotion.

▪We typically discredit the emotional impact of 
discussing public health emergencies, and what 
it means to experience these events repeatedly. 

▪Feelings are OK in these discussions.

▪Take care of yourself in ways that you need to.  



Things are happening faster than we can talk about it: 



Things are 
happening in 
real time…



Not Another Toolkit!
Reflecting on lived experience, what did we 
need in that moment?

Natural supports, not traditional paths or 
resources.

How can we learn from communities, and 
people with lived experience to identify 
solutions, vs. relying on “resources?”





Ice Storm of ‘98





Planning for the unplannable



Even in everyday life

● Housing- first  floor units, or safe 
evacuation routes

● Employment- what is the emergency plan? 
Is this a priority in the 
company/organization? 

○ Buddy system

○ Staying with your mobility device

○ Disabled educator (and children!) in a 
school environment



Stories from Colorado



Communication 
Matters

● How are PHEs Messaged?

● How do people get information (in the 
era of NOT having live TV)

● What is the role of communities? 

● How can we do better

● Activating public health professionals. 

○ Things provided at shelters- being 
able to reprint important 
documents





Next Steps: What Can You Do?
▪Listen to the stories

▪Take the activity back to your team, and dedicate time to working through a scenario

▪Have the hard conversations

▪Involve communities:  What do they need? What role do they think you play?

▪Think through solutions- Big P & Little P Policy solutions



To learn more:

● AMCHP’s Collection of Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Stories

● MCH Bridges Podcast- Generating Policy Solutions to Protect Children with 
Complex Health Care Needs During Emergencies

● Prepared4ALL: Whole Community Inclusive Emergency Planning (AUCD)

● Capacity-Building Toolkit for Including Aging and Disability Networks in Emergency 
Planning (NACCHO)

● Developing Emergency Preparedness Plans with a Health Equity Focus- Additional Resources

https://amchp.org/blog-and-podcast/?_sfm_series=Building%20Resilience%20from%20Lived%20Experience
https://amchp.org/blog-and-podcast/?_sfm_series=Building%20Resilience%20from%20Lived%20Experience
https://amchp.org/2024/07/22/episode-19-generating-policy-solutions-to-protect-children-with-complex-health-care-needs-during-emergencies/
https://amchp.org/2024/07/22/episode-19-generating-policy-solutions-to-protect-children-with-complex-health-care-needs-during-emergencies/
https://nationalcenterdph.org/our-focus-areas/emergency-preparedness/prepared4all/online-training/
https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/NACCHO_Aging-and-Functional-Needs-Planning-FINAL.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/NACCHO_Aging-and-Functional-Needs-Planning-FINAL.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/developing-emergency-preparedness-plans-with-a-health-equity-focus


Thank you!

Mcyr@amchp.org

mailto:Mcyr@amchp.org
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